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White perch and menhaden rank high in the diets of invasive blue catfish, known for their
voracious appetites. A recent study, led by SERC biologist Rob Aguilar, used a relatively new
technique to identify the almost-unrecognizable slop in fish stomachs: DNA barcoding.

SERC's Fish & lnvertebrate Lab analyzed DNA from over 100 blue, white and channel catfish
stomachs. Looking at the prey that were fish, they could only identify about 9 percent to spe-
cies by slght alone. DNA barcoding-extracting a DNA fragment from digested tissue and
looking it up in a DNA library-identified 90 percent. Most DNA references came from the
Chesapeake Bay Barcode Initiative, a Smithsonian project to catalogue DNA for all the Bay's
fish and major invertebrates. Though this study focused on catfish in Maryland rivers, scien-
tists say the technique could change how food webs are studied Bay-wide. Left to right: Rob Aguilar, Brooke

Weigel and Paige Roberts (Photo
credit: Fish and lnvertebrate Lab/
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